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py do you ere 
1 

Neigbö. News, Sit! 1 ine 
with none; bring | 


0 otherways 
better employed while L ſtayed there. 
C. G. Seeing you ſer out ſo early, yeſterday 
Morning, I did not doubt but ſome. extraordinary 
Buſineſs called 1 abroad, on ſuch a ſolemn Day 
as Eaſter . Sund. 
N. It was. indeed dhe Buſineſs of ide Day that 
called me to Londen, Ea: „I thank God, I have 


1 diſpatched, . to my, great Comfort and Satufte: 
tion. 
N 2 c. 6. 1 


for the 2 ef Gol ide 


4 1 2 2. 


your gentle Hint requires a ſerious Anſwer, and 
your Behaviour, ever ſince I came into this Neigh- 
bourhood, has been, evety way, remarkably oblig- 
ing, I think myſelf bound to open my Heart to 
you, and frankly tell you, that the only Bu/ineſs, 
and Odcifioh AH Gy! Jade interday, A ily arfler 
to God's Service in the Church; which I would ne- 
ver neglect, on the more folemn Feſtiyals, at leaſt, 
hough Proyfle as how ne” where I 
not in a NS ge wood» 115 Bacben by, 
conſtantly, as would be moſt agreeable both to 
my. Inflinatipn apd Dury. * But, as d the London- 
ourney, "which your : "Nofics" of, it is nothing, 
in we EI ih what” all the Men of Jae!, by 
gory Went 8 did conſtantly and chear- 
make ry Year, from the moſt remote 
Nabe Wa 10 t Temp : at, Jeruſalem 


Ea more e 


Sd 


Fa eſtivals' of oi __ Fo þ 3g P 1 ach 
. G. Tfup you are fo 

r Kd 5 Hs ec n” Chors id, rr 
that you ca not re- 
27 48 * Chilrch. © For 

Pit fade ever le TEENY ot 
Fr häs ads many of us con- 
cone; | 


Parti 7 5 


* 


3 41. 
Güde, chat you ate not a Member of the eſtabliſhed 
Church of England; = 

N. So far indeed as Men are ted to N 
according to Appearances, ſuch a Concluſion ſeems 
tational; but in my Caſe, 1 affure you, Sir, it is 
far otherwiſe. I really am, and truſt in God to 
enable me ſtedfaſtly to continue, a Member of the 
eftabliſhed Church of England, as it was happily 
reformed from the Errors of Popery, and diſtin- 
„in Doctrine by her XXXIX Articles and 

omilies, in Diſcipline by her Canons, and in Wor- 
ſhip according to her Liturgy, or Common-Prayer, 
maturely ſettled by the Church-Repreſentative' in 
Convocation, on the laſt Review thereof in 166r, 
and enforced by the temporal Sanction of the Laws 
of the Land, in the AF of Uniformity, 

C. G. You give me much Pleafure by this De- 
claration ; and the more, becauſe I have always 
found a ſtrong Inclination in myſelf to cultivate a 
firm Friendſhip with you. For now, I hope, we 
may cement it, to my Wiſh, by going together to 
WHO the Lord in the. Beauty of Holineſs. 2 

N. With all my Heart, if you are ſtedfaſtly at- 
tached (as I am) to the Church of England, 0 re- 
formed and eſtabliſhed, * as I have before defin- 

7 0. I know nat why you ſhould doubt of that, 
fince no Man in the Pariſh is more conſtant at 
our Pariſh-Church, or more regular, to the beſt of 
my Judgment, in all the Duties and Offices there- 
of, than I am known to be. And to encou 
you to the ſame, I can aſſure you, the Vicar of eur | 

e little 


[6 It 
little Pariſh is as eminent and exemplary, in all the 
Requiſites of his ſacred Function, as any of his Or- 
& in the whole Dioceſe. | 
MN. I do not queſtion that; though 1 have not 
yet the Pleaſure to be ſo well acquainted with his 
Perſon, as I am with his Character. But ſince, 


through the various Changes and Revolutions, in 
Times and Seaſons, ſound Principles may be ſome- 
times forced to give way to human Paſſions and 
Prejudices, that which, in its own Nature, was 
an acknowledged Duty, may become fo corrupted 
with Errors and Innovations, as to. be no longer 
| lawful; and then, you know, Sir, we muſt not 
waive fundamental Principles for Faſhion or Form's 
Sake, nor deſert them in compliment to any perſonal 
Reſpect whatſoever. * 

C. G. That is very true; but I do not ſee what 
Uſe you can make of it as to the Point in Hand. 
The bigotted Papiſts indeed, on the one Side of us, 
charge our Church with Schi/m and Hereſy, becauſe 
we renounced the uſurped Authority of their pre- 
tended Supreme Head, the Pope, and diſown the no- 
vel Doctrines, which, from time to time, had 
crept into the Church, under the Colour of their 
Infallibility: And the no leſs bigotted and preju- 
diced Diſſenters, on the other Side (who at the fame 
time ſhake Hands with them behind our Backs, ) 
ſeparate from us, and endeavour to juſtify them- 
ſelves, by miſrepreſenting our Church as popiſb, be · 
cauſe. we retain ſome few decent Ceremonies (which 
they themſelves cannot prove to be unlawful) in 
the Worſhip of God but canin becauſe we main- 
"a I tain 


[7] 


tain a regular Succeſſion of Biſhops, as being an 


Order eſſentially neceſſary for the Government of 


Chriſt's Church. But on what Principles any one 


who profeſſeth himſelf a Member of the Church 
of England, (as you do) can excuſe himſelf from 
frequenting the divine Offices of his own — I 
confeſs myſelf not yet able to comprehend. . 

N. Be pleaſed then to let me wait upon you in- 
to my Cloſet, where we may talk of theſe Matters 
with more Convenience, and without any Inter- 


ruption.—— And now, Sir, ſuppoſe there ſhould 


appear to be, even among thoſe who profeſs the 
fame Affection, and the warmeſt Zeal for the Church 
of England, ſuch material Differences in Principle 
or Practice, as ſhould render it utterly impracti- 
cable for them to continue united in one and the 
ſame Communion, what will you ſay to that? 
C. G. In ſuch a Caſe, (which God forbid ſhould 
ever happen.) every Homer Man will anſwer, as I 
do, that it would be dur indiſpenſible Duty to 
adhere to that Part of Viz Söciety, which conti- 


nues ſtedfaſt to the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Wor- 


ſhip, and Government before . without 
Innovation. 


N. So far nnn To cnzr eu 
fore to the Point; ſee here what Dr. Bennet, ſome 


time ago, made public to the World, That there 
is a public, and a private Communion of the Church © 


of England, (fo called,) the one under the Pretocbi- 


on and Encouragement of the preſent Superiors, both 


ecclefiaſtical and temporal, the other without the Caun- 


benen or Protection of either, and in Oppoſition to 


both, _ 


LEAF - 

bothy and that, in each of thoſe oppoſite Aſſem · 
blies, Clergymen epiſcopally ordained 40 Mfiate, aud 
the: Book of Common Prayer is uſed. (Nonjur. Sepa+ 
rat. Schiſm. 17716. in gvo. p. a.) The Queſtion 
therefore is, which of theſe two is the TRUE n 
of England ? to 

C. G. That, undoubtedly, which "oi ſted- 
faſtly to the Center, or Principle of . eccleſiaftical - 
Unity, in a regular Succeſſion of Biſhops ; while the 
other muſt of Courſe be plainly ſchiſmatical. 3 

VN. And what, I pray you, Sir, is. your Judg- 
ment of the Nature and Conſequentes of Schiſm ?.. . 
C. G. I am fully convinced, that Schisu, f in 
reſpect: to the Church, is of the like Nature and 
Conſequence, as Rx BZLLIOx is in the Sate. Which 
makes me often, with equal Pity and Surprize, re- 
flect upon the Ignorance and Prejudice of the Di, 
enters, who, in the midſt of all, their affected 
Zeal, and pretended Abhorrence of Rebellion a- 
gainſt the King, never conſider the Conſequences of 
their own ſchiſmatienl- Nedellion nt Cod him. 
n undi Conrth. .- L $62. 03... Rietiz271 an 

. Tour Refectien is jut. For, undaubredr 
* God has delegated his Authority to thoſe whom 
he appointed his Vicegerents to govern his Church 
5 en 3 and with as 2 or 


to govern: dr Stove. in Temporals,. : ... 

C. G. True. For nothing can be N qhag 
on the Precept to obey; and. ſubmit lo them that 
have the Rule over us, and watch far our Souls, 
e 17.) is as ſtrong and obligatory, with 


reſſ 


£ 


19 1 / 
_ reſpect to our {awful Biſhops as that of Sabjelli. 
on, and Non- 222 to the Hobs Powers, (Rom, 
xiii. ly &c.) is with reſpect to our lawful Kings. 
And it ought to be well remembered, after what 
a ſignal Manner God was pleaſed to execute 
his exemplary Vengeance upon the firſt Schiſma- 
ticks; when he made a new 7. bing, never before 
that Time known in the World; namely, a tre- 
mendous Earthquake, which at once fivallowed up 
not only Korab, the Arch-Schiſmatic, himſelf, 
but _ all that periained, and adhered to him! 
(Numb, xvi.) 
N. Well obſerved again, Sir! And what muſt 
we think, then, if the Members of a National Church 
take upon themſelves, by an irreſiſtible Power, 
to deprive their own Principle of Eccleſiaſtical, Uni- 
ty, of his proper Juriſdiction, and to ſet up another 
in his Place, and in Oppoſition to him? 
C. G. If ſuch a Caſe ſhould happen, we mut 
| look upon the Deprivation to be null and invali 4, 


and the /econd, ſo ſet up, to be avoided as a ſpi- 5 


ritual Intruder; unleſs the Deprivation was effect- 
ed in a legal and regular Method of procerding, 
as well as Br a juſt Cauſe, and by a CONTENT Au- 
thority. | 
NM. Conſider then, 1 beſeech you, how this m fa 5 
be applied to the Caſe of the Church of Eng 
Was not Dr. Sanckorr the undoubted Pritnate 
and Metropolitan of all England? Was not he de- 
prived of his Juriſdiction? And was not Dr, Tir - 
LOTSON, a ETON, ſet up, as the Pri- 
B ws, mate, 


as 11 10 2 
mate, and Princi — of Unity, in his . and in 
Oppoſition to him ; N 

C. G. The Fact is not diſputed. But, 1 ſup- 
poſe, you will not venture to ſay, that the Depri- 
vation of the one was null and invalid, and the 
ſetting | up, the other a ſpiritual Iatrufion ; or that 
there was any Jrregularity in the Proceedings, or 
any Defect of juſt Cauſe, and En Authority, | 
for ſo doing. 

MN. Pardon me, Sir, if I am not forward to 
Paſs my Cenſure on public Tranſactions: But I 
may obſerve to you what Mr. biſton has ſaid, 
without . any Offence. See here how he argues, 
that zbe ſecular Deprivation of ecclefiaſtical Perſons, 
or the intire Reftraint of the Exerciſe of their ſpi- 
ritual. Powers, —by the Civil Power alone, is not 
unſcriptural only, but intirely UNJUSTIFIABLE ON 
ALL. AccounTts,——He. obſerves it, as a natural 
Conſequence of the Acknowledgment. of the ſpiri- 
tual] Powers at the Admiſſion of a Biſhop, that he 
ſhould not be degraded, or deprived, either of the 
Right, or of the Exerciſe of the ſame, withont ſome 
| Accuſation and Conviction before the Church, or Col- 
lege of Biſhops, or Metropolitan whereto be belongs; 
wohich is ſtill owned to be the regular Way in ordinary 
Caſes, even at this Day: Whereas, he pronoun- 
ceth the. contrary Procedure, of depriving Biſhops 
from the Exerciſe of their ſpiritual Power, by a meer 
ſecular Authority, for meer ſecular Offences, to be 
* an Uſurpation and Nabu, and c per- 


Fete Script. Pol. Ded. to B. Bang. 


« fectly 


( 11 }] 
& feftly unjuſtihable upon the F oat of Scripture, 
e and Chriſtianity.” 

C. G. It may be fo, it is true, * you ſee, he 

ſays) in ordinary Caſes : But, that now under our 
Conſideration is acknowledged to have been a Caſe 
extraordi nary. 
VM. See here this, what he fays of this very 
Caſe itſelf, Where he mentions the Noxjurors 
Deprivation for Refuſal to take. the Oath, of the 
Lawfulneſs whereof they were not fatisfied, he 
is ſo far from juſtifying it as a ſufficient Cauſe, 
or Crime, deſerying Puniſhment, that he * frank- 
ly declares his Opinion, That ſuch Deprivation 
they had more. juſtly deſerved, had they, with 
e ſuch their Perſuaſion, complied with that Oath, 
— contrary to the DiCtates of their own Conſci- 
*” ances” 

C., G. As to Oi it is certain, they ought 
not, for any Conſideration whatſoever, to be tg- 
ken, . contrary to the Diftates of Conſcience. And 
therefore I could heartily wiſh the Wiſdom of our 
Superiors would incline them to grant the Nonju: © 
rors a due Share of that Indulgence, which is fe.” 
plentifully beſtowed amongſt others, in regard to 
tender, Conſciences; ſince there can be no Caſe, where- 
in a Conſcience ought to be deemed more 7ruly 
tender, than in that of ſolemnly calling upon God 
(rhe Avenger of Falſhood) to witneſs any thing, 
which we either know to be falſe, or do not czr- 
TAINLY KNOW tO be true. But what is all this 


* bo: Pol. Ded. to B. ton. 
of Yah | to 


1 ) 


to the other Queſtion, why you, do not go to 


the Church, of which you neverthoſeſs profeſs your- 
felf to be a Member? 

VN. You might obſerve, by what was ſaid be- 
fore, that, in conſequence” of the Deprivation of 
Archbiſhop Sancreft, and the Conſecration of an- 
other into his metropolitical Throne, * © not only 
&* a Separation in the Church of England was ac- 
* tually formed, Dr. Sancrorr being at the Head 
&* of one Communion, and Dr. TitLotsoN at the 
« Head of another; but a Proviſion was made 


© (by now Conſecrations,) for perpetuating che for- 


* mer, in caſe the public Affairs ſhould continue 
* to ſtand in the ſame Poſture.” So that (as Dr. 
Bennet + himſelf confeſſeth) *©_it is now no longe 
*© a Secret that a Succeſſion of "Nonjuring Biſhops 
has been continued amongſt us,” 95 
C. G. By what . Uſe do #2 8 to. e 


ee 


where the ſame learned: Are r We mien ha 
* this Separation of Communion, between” the 
« public and private Aſſemblies, is undoubtedly, 
* and- confeſſedly, ſchifſmatical :* That is, thoſe who 
* reſpectively frequent either of them, do al 
& low, that there is a Schiſin between the public 
** and the private Aſſemblies, and they mutually 
" charge this Schiſm upon each other ; o that 
* KettlewelP's Life, 1718, Sy . 
+ Nomur. Separat. Schiſm. P- 57" 
T Bennet, ibid. p. 2, + 


* 


4 the-- 


[ 13 T1] 
4 the Guilt' of it muſt certainly fall very heavy 
* upon one of the oppoſite Parties. And fince 
4% it is acknowledged on both Sides, that the Guili 
* of Schiſm is exceedingly great, therefore it is 
„our indiſpenſable Duty, to conſider the Matter 
* fairly and impartially; and to maintain Com- 
* munion with thoſe Aſſemblies, (whether public 
« or private) which may be frequented without 
* committing the moſt heinous Sin of Schiſm “ | 

C. G. This indeed is an important Conſiderati- 
on: And I now perceive the Reaſon of your ab- 
ſenting from our public Aſſemblies, becauſe (it 
ſeems) you look upon them to be ſchiſmatical! 
But, I hope, Sir, a Man of your good Under- 
ſtanding will diveſt yourſelf of all your Prejudi- 
ces, and confider the Matter (as the Reverend 
Doctor adviſeth) fairly and impartially ; which will 
ſoon enable you to diſtinguiſh between the Church 
by Law eftabliſhed, and any other A e unautho- 
rized Conventicles. 

N, The Diftintion between the Church/ and a 
Comventicle, is made clear enough by the Church 
of England,” in one of her XXXIX Articles of Re. 
Tigion * ; where ſhe defines the wifible Church of 
8 to be Congregation of faithful Men, 

« in the which the pure Word of God is preach- 
* ed,” and the Sacraments be duly miniftred. AC- 
e cording to Chris Ordinance, in Al thoſe 
“ that of 'Neceffity are requiſite to the fame.” 


Here you may obſerve, the material ty, of the _ 


BR 2 Art. XIX. ; : 
Chiltch, 
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Church or Houſe, the Stones, the Timber or the 
Bells, is of no Account in this Diſtinction; nor is 
there any eſſential Difference with Reſpect to the 
Place of their aſſembling, whether it be public or 
Private. On the contrary, - it has been an ancient 
and undeniable Principle, from the firſt and beſt 
Ages of the Chriſtian Church, that wherever Chriſ- 
tians do worſhip God, in the Unity of the Church, 

though it were even in a Den or Cave of the Earth, 
there is the Church of Chriſt, For the more clear 
Illuſtration of which, it may not be impertinent to 
remind you of the Judgment and Example of the 
learned and pious Dr. Gyxninc,,. ſome time Bi- 
ſhop of EH. In the middle of the laſt Century, 
when Rebellion and Schiſin were predominant, and all 
the Nonjurors of theſe Times, who. conſcientiouſly 
refuſed to take the impious Covenant and Engage- 
ment, were, by the uſurped Powers, deprived of 
their Churches and Preferments, and driven into 
private Corners for the Exerciſe of their religious 
Offices. This exemplary Hero was one of the 
many orthodox Clergy, who, in the very midſt of 
Dangers, with a, true Chr. ian Courage, perſiſted 
in the Exerciſe of their ſacred F unctions, to ſuch 
of the Faithful as adhered to them, in private 
Houſes, wherever they could find. a... convenient 
Apartment, as this Gentleman, in particular, did at 
Exeter-Houſe in the Strand. But behold ! this Action, 


which in him was an Inſtance of primitive Zeal and 
Duty, in ſuch Times of Apoſtacy and Perſecution, 
was, after the Reſtoration, (when he was deſerved- 
'y made a Biſhop,) impudeatly alledged, by ſome 

E 


TY} 

of the Aoki, as a Precedent and Warrant, 
to juſtify them in the holding their factious and ſchiſ- 
matical Conventicles. But the good Prelate's An- 
ſwer was great (like himſelf) and his Diſtinction 
juſt, That as CRARLES II. © was rightful King 


of England, even when hid in the Royal Oak, 


* and Cromwell an Uſurper, though at Whitehall, 
and in the Throne: So was Hz a regular Preach- 
«© er, and his Meeting at Exeter-Houſe a true 
<© Congregation of the Church of England; when- 
* as the Objector, though preaching at St. Pauls- 
« Croſs, would be till a Schiſmatic, and his Aſ- 
„ ſembly of Separatiſts a 'ConvenTicLE, even 
in the Cathedral Church of Canterbury, or St. 
« Paul's in London“ 


C. G. But thoſe, you know, were Separatiſts from 


the Church of England, and open Enemies to her, 
as well in Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip, as in 
Point of Government: Whereas they whom you 
ſeparate from, and ſeem to look upon as Schiſma- 
tics now, are zealous Profeſſors of the ſame Doc- 


trine, Aſſerters of the ſame Diſcipline, and Par- 


takers of the ſame Form of Government and Wor- 
ſhip, by which the Church of England has been all 
along diſtinguiſhed. 

VN. Here, Sir, you give me Occaſion for ſeve- 
ral Animadverſions, which I ſhall now but juſt 
touch upon. In the firſt Place, you ſay, We ſe- 
parate from you. But you muſt know, that, be- 


fore the preſent - Breach was unhappily made 1 


2 ® Dr, Gower's Serm, on Bp. Ouniting's Death 1684. 


the 
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the Church of England, we were all united in one 
Communion ; and thoſe whom I therefore think —4 
ſelf in Duty bound to adbere to, ſtill continue ſted- 
- faſt in the very ſame Principles and Practice to this 
very Day, without the leaſt Alteration: And con- 
uently, whatever Differences have ſince happen- 
ed between us, the Change has been on your Side, 
and the Separation muſt therefore be all your own. 
But, ſuppoſing the Separation were indeed on our 
Side, and you ſhould aſk me, By what Authority 
we ſeparate from you? TI might fairly anſwer, as 
Dr. Stillingfieet did for our ſeparating from the 
Papiſts, * By the ſame Authority which makes it 
© unlawful for us to profeſs what we do not be- 
* lieve,” and to practiſe what we believe God has 
* forbidden.” In the next Place, | becauſe you 
ſeem to preſs me home; as if there were ſtill, on 
both Sides, the ſame Doctrine, &c. be pleaſed to 
conſider, whether, and how long, the Doctrine of 
Subjetts reſiſting and depofing their lawful Sove- 
reigus; the alienating and transferring natural 
Rights for Difference in Religion ;—the diſpenſing 
with lawful Oaths ;——and ſuch like, (which — 
up with IESUITIsM in the Papiſb Wilderneſs,) _ 
been adopted and tranſplanted into the Vineyard 
of the Church of England ! And whether there is 
any authentic Warrant, in Scripture, or eccleſiaſtj- 
cal Antiquity, for the DzezivaTion of lawful 
Biſhops and Clergymen, from the Exerciſe of their 
proper /piritual Powers, among their reſpective 


* Yind, of the Anſw. to ſome late Papers. 1687. p.-68. 
I Flocks, 
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Flodks, by a meer Lay-PowsR ; and that too, 
without any Trial or Hearing, or ſo much as 
the leaſt : Formality of the wonted Eccleſiaſtical 
Proceſs! 

C. G. Why, Sir, does not the Scripture itſelf, 
in the moſt | comprehenſive. Terms, com 
every Sou (Biſhops and their Clergy, as well as 
the Laity) to be ſubjef? to the bigher Powers ? 
(Rom xiii. 1.) And that theſe are Ley-Powers is 
not to be. diſputed, as being thoſe which bear the 
Sword, for the onen ment of the whole Com- 
munit x. 

N. No doubt, Sir, but all Subjelts, Clergy or 
Laity, how great ſoever, are indiſpenſibly under 
the Bond of Obedience, active or paſſive, to their 
rightful Sovereigns, in all temporal Matters. But 
in Matters purely /piritual there is a Power in 
the Church, diſtinct from, and independent of the 
State; which not being held of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, is conſequently not liable to be forfeited to 
him. For Inſtance, the State, you know, cannot 

oonſecrate Biſhops or Prieſts ; and therefore cannot 
recall their ud, when duly conferred. 

C, G. But you muſt allow, that the State has 
— Authority to confine a Biſhop, or other 
Clergy man, in cloſe , Priſon, for any Offence a- 
gainſt the State, (which will, of courſe, diſable 
him to diſcharge the Duties of bis F unction) or 
even to put him to Death, if the Crime be Capi- 
tal : And does it not therefore follow, that He who 
has the Authority to inflict this greater Puniſhment, 
of Death, muſt have Authority to inflict that leſſer, 
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of Deprivation, which comes fo far Wort of the ca- 


pital Puniſnment? 

N. Here, if you pleafe, you may ſee Dr. Mar- 
Halls Judgment“, in Anſwer to this very Queſti- 
on. The greater Power doth not always im- 
„ ply the 4e. Death will diffolve all relative 
Obligations, and deprive a Man of the Privi- 
© leges to which he may be entitled: But yet, 
He who hath the Power of putting a Man to 
« Death, hath not the Power otherwi/e to diſſolve 
<* thoſe Obligations, or to deprive the Party 
* of thoſe Privileges.” And this he exemplifies 
in the Caſe of the Roman Emperors ; who, not- 
withſtanding all their Power over the Perſons of 
the Apoſtles, had no AuTroriTY to meddle with 


tbe Apaſtolical Commiſſion : From whence he fairly 


concludes, that © there is a. manifeſt Fallacy in 
* the Argument which would entail upon the 
State a depriving Power, as the leſs, from the 
60 (confeſſed) greater Power, * impriſoning, or oo 
„ting to Death!” 

C. G. Suppoſe then a Biſhop, or WY Cler« 
gyman, ſhould become an Heretic, or Idolater, or 
notoriouſly guilty of ſome other heinous Sin, for 
which he might be juſtly liable to ' Deprivation, 
whom do ye admit to have a competent Autho- 


rity to exerciſe that Juriſdiction over ſuch an one; 


and what is allowed t to be the * Proceſs to that 
Purpoſe ? ; 


® Defexce of Conſtit. 1717, in 8vo. p. 20, 21, 


N. I have 


& ah 

N. I have a learned Author + here at Hand, 
who hath taught me, that © touching the depriv- 
* ing, or degrading of Biſhops, Preſbyters, and 
_ *© Deacons, the ancient Canon requireth the Con- 
© currence and Conſent of three Biſhops for the 
„ cenſuring and. depriving a Deacon; of Six for 
* the depriving of a Presbyter 3 and of Twelve for 
the cenſuring, judging, and depoſing of a Biſhop.”* 
And, in the Caſe of Dr. Cour rox, Biſhop of Lon- 
don, I find it affirmed +, that © a Biſhop of the 
„Church, in all Ages, and by the particular Law 
„ of this Land, in caſe of Offence, is to be tried 
* by his Metropolitan and Suffragans.” And 
the ſame Biſhop's Council urged in his Defence, 
that. where there is an abſolute Suſpenſion, (and 
conſequently we muſt conclude, much more, where 
there is an abſolute Deprivation,) there ought 
to be Citation, Form of Proceeding, Judgment 
and Decree; and that to act otherwiſe, is con- 
“ trary to the Laws of God, of Nature, of all 
Nations, in all Ages, and was never known in 
e the World!“ To which give me leave to add 
the Caſe of the famous St. CHR YSOSTOMu, Arch- 
biſhop of Conſtantinople, as I have it here repreſent- 
ed by the judicious Mr. Hooker 4; That when 
* the Emperor's heavy Diſpleaſure had, through 
the Practice of a powerful Faction againſt him, 
70 effected his Baniſhment, Innocent, the Biſhop of 


+ Dr. Field, Of the Church, 1635. fo. 512. 
+ Narrative of the Proceed. printed 1689. p. 6. 
+ Eccleſ. Pol. L. 7. fo. 17. 
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Nome, — wrote by Letters to the Clergy of 
« that Church, that no Svccrss0r _ to be 
* choſen in Chryſoſtom's Room, ner his Clergy 
„ OBEY ANY OTHER Biſhop than bim. 
C. G. I know indeed, the Proceeding in that 
| Cafe of the Biſhop of London was repreſented, in the 
Prince of Oranges Declaration, as one of the great 
Grievances, which he came over to redrefs ; as nei- 
ther being for a jut Cauſe, nor even according to 
the common Forms of Proceſs! And I ſhould. be 
ſtrangely ſurptiz d, if you could convince me, that 
the Deprivations of the Arthbiſhop' and ſeveral other 
Biſhops, under that Prince's own Government, were 
| Hable to the very fame Objections ! Brit how much . 
ſoever ſome private Doctors may differ in their 1 8 
Sentiments of the ſeveral Points here in Queſtion, 
you ſee how few and inconſiderable thoſe are who 
ſcruple Compliance, in Compariſon with the Great, 
and the Many, who are united in Support of the 
public Aſſemblies, which plainly ftand N the Va- 
lidity of thoſe Lay- Deprivations. 228 1 
N. As to the Great and the Many, be pleaſed to 
hear how that popular Objection was obviated, and 
the Queſtion fairly determined; and that too, not 
by a private Dottor, or an then filtrable Perſon, but 
by your Grand Primate himfelf, the very Founder 
and Head of that oppoſite Communion in the 
Church of England, for which you now appear an 
Advocate. In one of his Sermons *, wherein he vin- 


I  Gicates the Proteftant Religion from the Papiſts Charge 
| 


_— 2 * Tillotfen's Sermon on Nb xiv. 15, | 


* * 
| © of 
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© poſe we were by much the feter, ſo hath the 
Church of God often been, without any the 


* leaſt Prejudice of the Truth of their Religion. 
„ What think we of the Church in Abraham's 
Time, which for ought we know, was confined 
to one Family, and one ſmall Kingdom, that of 
„ Melchiſedeck King of Salem? What think we of 
it in Moſes's Time, when it was confined to one 
People, wandering in a Wilderneſs ? What of it 
in Elijab's Time, when, beſides the two Tribes 
% that worſhipped in Feruſalem, there were, in the 
* other, but Seven Thouſand that had not bowed 
„ the Knee to Baal? What in our Saviour's Time, 
* when the whole Church conſiſted of Twelve Apo- 
fes, and Seventy Diſciples, and ſome few Follow- 
©. ers beſides? — And what think we of the 
* Chriſtian Church, in the Height of Arianiſm, and 
« Pelagianiſm, when a great Part of Chriſtendom 
ce was over-run with theſe Errors, and the Number 
* of the Orthodox was inconſiderable, in Compa- 
riſon of Hereticks ? But what need I urge theſe 
« Inſtances? As if the Truth of Religion were to 
* be eſtimated and carried by the Major Vote 
* Which, as it can be an Argument to NONE BUT 
Fools, fo, I dare ſay, no honeſt and wiſe Man 
ever made uſe of it.” And again, he ſays, in 
another Sermon“, « ſurely, it can never be prudent, 
* to err with any Number, how great ſoever, in 
_ — of Religion, Wy are of — 


— in Religien 
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* merely for Numbers Sake: But, to comply with 

the on Errors and Corruptions of any ag ad 
<< whatſoever, is CERTAINLY DAMNABLE }!”” 


C. G. That laſt Sentence, however, ſounds very 


harſh and ſevere, though out of the Mouth of fo 
great and unexceptionable an Author. 

N. But I could ſupport it, if need were, by 
many others, of equal Eminence, at leaſt, for 
Learning and Piety. Dr. Stilling fleet, ſome Time 


Biſhop of Worceſter, declared his Judgment *, that 


a cauſeleſs breaking the Peace of the Church we 


live in, is really as great, and as dangerous a 


* Sin as Murder; and in ſome Caſes, aggravated 
beyond it! And Dr. Sherlock, ſome Time Dean 


of St. Paul's, ſays, -** Separation from the Church 


* of England is a Schiſm; and Schiſm is as Damn- 
* ING a Sin, as Idolatry, Drunkenneſs, or Adultery r 
C. G. But, you fee here, *tis a cauſeleſs Separa- 
tion, or Seh e. which wer ſo heavily nn 
of. 
N. And was not the Separation from Archbiſhop 
Sancroft, and his Nenjuring Brethren, cauſeleſs, if 


they were deprived for what was not a real, but 


only | a PRETENDED CRIME, (and conſequently a 
Point of - Conſcience and Duty,) as I have ſhewed 
you from Mr. Whbifton? 

C. G. Yet, methinks, it ſeems 1 cha 
ritable, and preſumptuous, to pronounce ſo perem- 
torily, of what no Man living can be capable and 
qualified to form a certain Judgment. 

= Preface to the Uareaſonableneſs of Separation. 
2 1 * the Defence of Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. 
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VN. It was a known Maxim, among the primi- _ 
tive Fathers, (who can't be juſtly charg'd with Un- © 
charitableneſs or Preſumption,) that He ſhall not haut 
God for his Father, who will not have the Church to 


be his Mother. For, as all the Promiſes of the 

Goſpel are made to Chriſtians, as actual Members of 

the Church, it neceſfarily follows, that no Man, in 

the ordinary Way of Salvation, can claim the Be- 

nefit thereof, on any other Terms, than on Condi- 

tion of his being, and continuing, a faithful and 

regular Member of the Church : That is, of the 

true Church of Chrift, which is but one Society, or 
I Body, and of which Chrift himſelf is the ſupreme 
. Head; the Biſhops, in their reſpective Diſtricts, (in 

, a regular and uninterrupted Succeſſion from the 

Apoftles,) his Delegates or Vicegerents; and all the 

People, who dutifully and faithfully. adhere to them, 

are the Members. This, I ſay, in the ordinary Way 

of Salvation. How far it may pleaſe our gracious 

God, to extend his ancovenanted Mercy, farther than 

1 he has obliged himſelf by Promiſe, is a Secret abſo- 
lutely reſerved in his own Breaſt. So that, all thoſe 

who ſeparate from the Aſſemblies of the rr 
Church, (whether public or private,) or, for Fear, 
*Favour, Faſhion-Sake, Wantonneſs, or worldly In- 
tereſt, will run to ſebiſmatical Aſſemblies, (whether 
tolerated or ęſtabliſbed,) do ceaſe of coutſe to be 

Members of the true Church, and reduce them- 
ſelves to a moſt deſperate Condition; as having, at 

beſt, but a meer Preſumption, without ce £74 | 

miſe, or wel- grounded 4 . Salvation. 


* 


C. G. But 


- 


as] 
C. But don't you think, there is good Ground 
to hope fot Mercy, to thoſe honeſt, well - mea 
People, who may poſſibly be involved in Schiſin, 
through the powerful Influence of great Examples; 
and a miſtaken Notion of the Validity of whatever 
they find ſettled and eſtabliſhed by a ame 
or public Sanction Pc 

N. How God may be to meer Miſtakes, 
and involuntary Errors, (properly ſo called) either 
in Judgment or Practice, it becomes us not to diſ- 
pute. God, who himſelf alone knows the Secrets 
and. Sincerity of all Hearts, will extend his Mercy 
to every Man according to his Capacity, and the 
Means he has had of improving himſelf in the 


Knowledge of his Duty; and where the Diſpoſition 


is good, and the Affections ſincere, to find out and 
follow the Truth, he will never be wanting. on his 
Part, to afford ſuch an honeſt Heart ſufficient Light 
to diſcover it. But while Men go on in the broad 
Way, and follow the Multitude (which is more apt to 
do D than Good,) without due Examination, and 
through a criminal Indolence, or a more criminal 
Selfiſhneſs, ſhut dheit Eyes, and ſtop their Ears, 
againſt all Directions or Calls, in order for recover - 


ing them, we may aſſuredly pronounce, that there 


is ino more Room to hape for a Share of God's 
_ ahcantmanted- Mprey,. than there is Promiſe to depend 


upon; for the Salvation of any who thus wilfully 
go aſtray; and abſtinately refuſe to be reclaimed. 
And, as to hat you intimate of parliamentary, or 
other public Santtions; let Dr. Claget anſwer *, that 


* Anſwer to capt. Quer, 1688, in 4to, p, 25, 
SUR 0 0 | | «6 the 
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e the Church ef England. is not changeahle by 
6 Engliſh Parliaments, nor by all the Powers of, 
<< the Earth; for,; this Matter is fixed to their 

<« Hands, and can never be unſixed to the End 
1 of the World.“ So that, if it be ſnful to com- 
municate 1 with a falſe, or ſchiſmatical Church, (as 
it certainly is,) its being tolerated, or eſtabliſhed, can 
never alter its Nature, ſo as to make it leſs ſinful. 
For, (as Dr. S/#lingfleet well obſerved, of eccleſiaſtical 
Injunctions ,) no Church in the World ean lay 
ke” an Obligation, upon a Man ti be diſponaſt, that 
4 e profeſs one Thing. and da another, which is 


18 and ee And no Chum 


40 Fan oblige 
140 do. what is un And rather than do either, 
« he Musr ror8ake the Communion of that 
* Church.” And to ſhew, that his Judgment of 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a Separation, was the ſame, in 
the Caſe of a civil or temporal Eſtabliſhment, on oc- 
cafional Revolutions in the Srate alſo, he refers to 
another Place, where he had explained his Mean- 
ing by a familiar Inſtance Ff. 

C. G.—Dear Sir, I am extremely ſorry, that I am 
now obliged to intertupt you. "Though neceſſary 
Affairs call me away at preſent, your Diſcourſe has 
made fo deep an Impreſſion upon my Memory, 28 
never can be eraſed. I make no Apology for the 
Trouble I have cauſed you, ſince it may happily be 
the Means of uniting us in the facred Bonds of 


* Finticatiln of the Anſwer to ſame late Papers, 4to, p. 105; 
J In his Auſever to ſome Papers 1686, in 40 p. 23. 
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